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The Ecclian 
Society 

Dedicated to the 
preservation 

and enhancement of 
Eccleshall, 

a unique country town 
of historical interest 

 

Volunteers always needed 

to help keep Eccleshall 

looking good. 

Do come and join us! 

Contact Helen Holden on 07443337768 

helenholden@hotmail.co.uk 

 

The Slindon Hall Charitable Trust 
would like to bring to your 

attention an educational and 
vocational grant that is available 

for all young people up to the age 
of 22 years living in the 

WARD of Slindon. 
 

For further information and 
application form 

please contact the Secretary 
Lorna Sant, Eastfields Farm, 
Slindon Tel. 01785 850678. 

 

Please pass this information on to 
anyone in the ward who does not 

receive the parish magazine. 

Copies of Trinity magazine have been bound over the years and are available to borrow. If you would like to see any of these 
please get in in touch with Churchwarden, Kate, on 01785 850948 
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Loading service available 

 

Jake Brown 
 

Quality Creative Paving 
 

Block paved drives 
Paths & patios 

Earthmoving-Drainage 

 
 

Fully insured 
Est. 1988 

 
 

Award winning landscapers 

Mob: 07967 838666 
01785 250779 
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 Holy Trinity & St. Chad's 
Celebrating Christ    Proclaiming Christ    Growing in Christ 

A letter from our Vicar, Revd Phillip Johnson 

Easter is late this year (in fact it’s nearly the latest it can be) and therefore 
so is Lent. One of the huge inconveniences of Easter moving around the 
place is that it becomes quite hard to plan things from year to year. 
Sometimes Lent is upon you almost immediately after Candlemas and 
other years (like this year) there’s a whole month in-between. Ironically 
most of the world’s churches have agreed on a fixed date for Easter but 
so far no one has managed to get all of the world’s governments to agree 
on it so we’re stuck with, quite literally, a moveable feast. 

However I suspect that part of my annoyance with Easter moving about 
has more to do with my innate desire to get everything ordered and 
under control than it is to make everyone’s lives easier with a fixed date. 
When I ran a Theatre Company many years ago we used to remark that 
we’d get all of the administration and organisation done if only we didn’t 
have to put on plays. I had a similar feeling during the school holidays 
when I was a teacher – my classroom was immaculate and I was 
completely up-to-date with my marking as long as I didn’t have to teach 
any children… 

We all tend to have a fantasy that one day we’ll have everything 
organised and sorted and that then (and only then) will we have time to 
get round to the important stuff. The problem is that that day never 
comes and so the important stuff gets missed out. Lent is a good time for 
some introspection – so where can you put your focus this Lent? Lots of 
people give things up, like chocolate, during Lent but how about we focus 
on giving up putting off the important stuff – talk to the people you love, 
visit the places you’ve thought of going to, spend time with friends and 
family instead of always thinking you’ll have time later.  

I wish you all a blessed and holy Lent. 

 

God Bless 

Revd Phillip 
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Offley Hay 
Village Hall 

Mere Rise, ST21 6HH 
 

A superb country setting 
for regular clubs and groups 

to meet as well as those 
special occasions 

and events. 
 

www.offleyhayvillagehall.co.uk 

Electrician Service 
with a smile 

AWARD 
Electrical 
07737 187014 
awardelectrical.co.uk 

• Extra sockets, security lighting 
• Replacement showers 
• Consumer Unit upgrades 
• Landlord and home buyers’ 

reports (EICR) 

Fully qualified 
and accredited, 

inc. part P 

http://awardelectrical.co.uk/
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 Prayer for the Month 

Almighty God, direct the hearts and minds of those who 
bear in their hands the government of this people. 

Make them to uphold honour and justice, 

To restrain evil and oppression, 

And to seek the true prosperity of our nation and the welfare of mankind; 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
Timothy Dudley-Smith. 

This prayer invites us to pray for the members of our government and all 
who share with them in the ruling of our country. We do this regularly in 
our Sunday Church Intercessions. But it can also be a valuable part of our 
own personal intercessions from time to time. It goes without saying that 
it doesn’t make an iota of difference which political party is in power. 
Whoever is entrusted with government needs all the help God can give 
them. We simply pray that they will govern well. This prayer makes 
several good suggestions about the content of our own prayers for those 
who govern us. 

Make them to uphold honour and justice. We pray that all in authority 
will be truthful, fair and just in all their decision-making. If you believe 
that all citizens are of equal value then decisions made should reflect that 
belief. Our leaders should make fairness part of their planning and justice 
to all whom they are serving. To restrain evil and oppression will need 
their vigilance and caution. There are sadly those in our society who 
exploit people and systems in an evil and criminal way. Wise leaders will 
be on the lookout for such practices and do their best, perhaps by 
legislation, to stop such people succeeding and to seek the true 
prosperity of our nation and the welfare of mankind. Those two virtues 
should go hand in hand as the prayer suggests. It is not virtuous to seek 
our own prosperity at the expense of that of other people or nations. 
Seeking prosperity for ourself should be in the context of service to 
mankind as a whole, not simply selfishly. 

There can be few jobs with greater responsibility than that of the 
government. Its decisions affect so many people. If you use this prayer 
you will be praying for a kingdom that has echoes of what the 

Bible calls The Kingdom of God. 
Revd Stephen Cooke 
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Domestic & Commercial Electrical Installation, Repairs & Maintenance 
 

• New installations  

• Rewires 

• Fuseboard replacements/updating 

• Inspection & testing 

• Part P ELECSA Registered Contractor 

• All work fully guaranteed and insured 
 

For free advice and quotations contact Mick Silvester 

Tel: 01785 282401     Mobile: 07976 391226     Email: besmsilvester@live.co.uk 
 

Local fully qualified electrician with over 30 years experience 
 

For a friendly, reliable and efficient service … 

Ltd 

01785 556417 

Your Local Electrician  

Offley Hay, Eccleshall 

• All Electrical Works 

• EV Charge Points 

• EICR—Landlord Reports 

• CCTV Systems 

• Intruder Alarms  

• Gate Automation 

• Security Lighting 

• Emergency Call Outs 

Agricultural - Commercial - Domestic 
www.hideltd.co.uk  
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The Stafford and Stone Health Visiting Team holds a Wellbaby Drop-in Clinic in the 
Parish Room on Thursday mornings from 9.30am to 10.30am.  During the baby clinic 

families can discuss any health issues and have their children weighed and 
measured. 

We look forward to seeing you. For further questions please feel free to phone the 
0-19 Families Health and Wellbeing Hub on 08081780611. 

Trnity Tots Success 

Trinity Tots is quickly becoming a 
favourite gathering for parents and 
young children in the community 
with another 5 new members since 
January 2025! Designed for toddlers 
and preschoolers, this friendly 
group offers a mix of play, learning 
and socialization giving little ones a 
great start in their early 
development. Each session features 
interactive activities like story-time, music, sensory play and crafts - all 
designed to encourage creativity and curiosity.  

Parents and caregivers also get a chance to connect, share tips and build 
lasting friendships. We offer refreshments for all, including toast and 
biscuits and eat sat around a table together. We love seeing the kids grow 
and learn together. It’s a wonderful way to support early development 
while making new friends. 

The group meets on Tuesdays in term time between 10 am and 11.30 am in 
Holy Trinity Parish Room. New families are always welcome! Come join the 
fun and watch your little ones thrive! 

Cassie Jennings, Children and Families Minister 

All are welcome to 

TRINITY 

COFFEE AND CAKE 

IN THE PARISH ROOM 

10.00 – 12.00 noon on 
Wednesdays 

March 5th & 19th 

April 2nd, 16th & 30th  

Contact Ann Braithwaite 01785 851114  
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St Chad’s News 

Snowdrops scattered under the lime trees set the scene for a 
special Candlemas Evening Service at St Chad’s on 2nd February. 
A full congregation was welcomed by these nodding snow-white 
bells and lanterns lighting the path to the Church door to enjoy 
the annual memorable occasion led by Revds Phillip Johnson and 
Stephen Habgood. 

Inside the Church there was 
an atmospheric glow from 
the tea lights flickering on 
the altar, around the organ 
and font and along the 
window ledges. White 
flower arrangements added 
to the ambience. Little 
posies of snowdrops on the 
font were a reminder that, 
according to early Christians 
the flowers, known as Candlemas Bells, were 
regarded as a symbol of hope. They began the 
tradition of lighting many candles at the end of 
the Christmas season. 

So this is the time when we celebrate 
Candlemas, a special service to commemorate 
the ritual purification of Mary forty days after 
the birth of her Son Jesus. This day also marks 
the presentation of the baby Jesus to God in 
the Temple at Jerusalem. It follows the end of 
the Christmas season, officially on 2nd 
February, forty days after Christ’s birth on Christmas day. Now it is held 
on the nearest Sunday to that date. 

Before the Service the overhead lights were reduced and during the third 
hymn which began “Christ whose glory fills the skies, Christ the True, the 
only Light” each parishioner turned on a tea light. The words of this 
appropriate hymn fully summed up the meaning of Candlemas. 

(See next page for diary dates) 
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Eccleshall Churches Together – Working and 

Worshipping Together 
At our final meeting for 2024, in the Methodist rooms, we looked forward to 
2025 with lots of joint ventures planned. On 1st February 2025 we met at the 
Catholic rooms and discussed recent events: 

The United Carol Service held at Holy Trinity on 22nd December had welcomed a 
large congregation and the £140 collected was sent to The House of Bread in 
Stafford.  The ECT service during the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity was 
held at the Methodist Church on the afternoon of Sunday 19th January and 
enjoyed by all attracting a good congregation. The collection from that, plus an 
additional donation, meant that £140 was sent to the Methodist overseas aid 
charity “All We Can”. 

Looking ahead World Day of Prayer is on 7th March and the service arranged by 
members from all denominations will be at 2.30pm at Holy Trinity (see p 13). 

Revd Phillip is leading a six-week Lent course starting on Tuesday 4th March at 
5.30 pm in Holy Trinity which is open to all and all are welcome. We will again 
hold our individual services in our respective churches on Good Friday, 18th 
April before proceeding to the crossroads for a united service and Act of 
Witness. 

Christian Aid week is always in May and again we will support this with a 
collection outside the Co-Op on 17th May. As we no longer do a door to door 
envelope collection this is an important day for collecting and we noted again 
the success of last years event and the thanks due to our supporters. 

As part of the Festival in Eccleshall on Saturday 28th June we will hold and man 
a shared stall of information and celebratory cake, as we mark 25 years of 

Eccleshall Churches Together. We look forward to 
seeing you there and at all of our other shared 
services and events. 

Dorothy Kirkham for Eccleshall Churches Together       

St Chad’s Diary Dates  2nd  March        St Chad’s Day           11.30am 

           30th March       Mothering Sunday   11.30am 

Anthea Treanor 
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Eccleshall Community 
Centre 

Offers a large hall with stage, 
kitchen and 3 other meeting 

rooms. 
Free WIFI. 

Disabled access. 
Large car park. 

Reasonable rates. 

Details from 

Mrs. E. Dale 850124 
Email: libbydale74@gmail.com  

 

A.G. JONES, BUILDER 

Holy Days 

1st March: St David’s Day, time for daffodils 

St David’s Day is on 1st March and it’s time for the Welsh to wear daffodils or 
leeks. Shakespeare called this custom ‘an honourable tradition begun upon 
an honourable request’ – but nobody knows the reason. Why should anyone 
have ever ‘requested’ that the Welsh wear leeks or daffodils to honour their 
patron saint? It’s a mystery! 

We do know that David – or Dafydd – of Pembrokeshire was a monk and 
bishop of the 6th century. In the 12th century he was made Patron of Wales, 
and he has the honour of being the only Welsh saint to be canonised and 
culted in the Western Church. Tradition has it that he was austere with 
himself and generous with others – living on water and vegetables (leeks, 
perhaps?!) and devoting himself to works of mercy. He was much loved. 

In art St David is usually depicted in Episcopal vestments, standing on a 
mound with a dove at his shoulder, in memory of his share at an important 
Synod for the Welsh Church, the Synod of Brevi. 
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Continued on page 15 

Friday 7th March 2025 at 2.30pm in Holy Trinity, Eccleshall 

This year the World Day of Prayer service is organised by the Christian 
Women from the Cook Islands in the Pacific Ocean. 
We would love you to come… men and women… to enjoy this service 
and be a part of the amazing wave of prayer which encircles the globe, 
praying with and for the Cook Islands and its people. 

Tea and Coffee afterwards!  

Flourish 
Flourish is a new worshipping community that meets at Bishop Lonsdale 
Primary School. Every Wednesday in term time there is a service between 
3.40 pm and 4.20 pm in the school hall for all the pupils, their parents and 
carers.  

This is designed for the family as a whole to help bring everyone together in 
the school and shape their faith as a family and as a community. There is 
singing, dancing, crafts, games, open discussion and prayers.  

This is a brilliant opportunity to link with Father Phillip and Children and 
Families Minister, Cassie from Holy Trinity and worship together as part of 
the wider school community and their family. The worship gives everyone a 
chance to participate building a service tailored to the needs and 
preferences of the audience. 
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• Fencing 
• Gates 
• Patios 
• Brickwork 

 
For a free quote please contact 

Mark on 

07753 634926 

 

 

Eccleshall 
Parish Room 
at Holy Trinity 

 

Provides 
• Central & Convenient Location 

• Seating for 75 theatre-style or 50 dining-style 

• Ideal Room for Receptions, Celebrations & Family Parties 

• Modern Catering Facilities 

• Cloakrooms, Toilets & Facilities for those with Disabilities 

• Available 7 Days a Week 

• Competitive Rates 

Website: www.eccleshallparish.com/parish-room 
 

CONTACT 

Michelle Hardy 01785 305028 

Email: office@eccleshall.church  (Normally works Mon - Fri 9am  - 1pm) 

OR 

 

Michael Osborne 
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Continued from page 13 

In the last few weeks..... 
Two talented children have joined the worship band with their guitar and 
piano skills. More parents are coming with their children to join the worship.  
We are exploring the percussion options so more children can join in with 
drums and other sounds. The children are participating, leading more of the 
service and enjoying having the parents and family members participate in 
their journey.  

BUT.... we have some amazing plans for future services and we can only do 
them if we have you!!! So many children want to come to Flourish, so come 
on, parents, why not give it a go???  

Come and join the fantastic children of Bishop Lonsdale in the Hall with 
Father Phillip, Cassie and musician Peter. We will sing, dance, do a craft and 
have open discussions and prayers. You can sit with your children, their 
friends or even at the side.  

We are noticing that the children value the impact of the family members 
being with them even if it's simply being in the room. Because they can’t get 
this type of worship experience in school time, it’s great that we can make 
this happen here.  

We encourage all children to be accompanied by their parents/carers. We 
understand that parents may have other commitments when Flourish takes 
place. Therefore, if your child would like to come along, they can book into 
the Bishop Lonsdale after-school club. 

Cassie Jennings, Children and Families Minister 

These photos are from when participants 
were challenged with making Solomon’s 
temple in 3 minutes in teams. One team 
member had to run and get a brick one at a 
time, whilst I was telling them to freeze and 
unfreeze.  

Smile Lines 
A clergyman consulted his doctor about his wife’s snoring. 

“It has to STOP,” he insisted. 

The doctor was intrigued: “Does it really bother you that much?” 

“Well, it’s not just me,” confided the minister. “She is bothering the 
whole congregation.” 
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JOHN REEVES 

www.johnreeves.co.uk 
New Inn Bank Stafford ST21 6HD



17 

 

Notes from Trinity Magazine Team 

Thank you to all our contributors and readers. Please send articles or 
forthcoming events for the April 2025 issue of TRINITY by 7th March to 
Hazel Email: parishmag.eccleshall@gmail.com 
If you know of anyone who might like to subscribe to TRINITY please let 
us know. 

Ed. 

Newly Opened Bridal Boutique in Eccleshall 

Brides of Eccleshall is the newly opened bridal boutique at 36 High Street, 
Eccleshall.  Owner Sue Lovell has a wealth of experience in everything 
bridal, having relocated to Staffordshire from East Anglia where she has 
had  a bridal studio since 2008.  Sue says “Moving away from family and 
friends and an area I had lived in for over 25 years was very daunting but 
the welcome BOE Bridal has received has been really wonderful.   I love that 
people can pop in to say hello and wish me luck. The support shown from 
other shops and businesses in Eccleshall has made our move here really 
special. We really appreciate the kindness and positivity shown to us.”  

BOE Bridal has both made-to-order and off-the-peg wedding dresses and 
accessories.   Featuring guest designers, with the focus on sustainability as 
well as excellent design and quality,  Sue is proud to have gowns and veils 
that are designed and made in Wales by the talented team at Shane Moore 
Designs. She also has wedding dresses from the renowned German 
Designer, Diane Legrand,  whose innovative designs and meticulous 
detailing has seen them quickly become a trusted and sought after brand.  

The BOE Bridal collection features hand-picked gowns  which can be 
customised to suit the bride’s own requirements.   Bridesmaid dresses are 
available made-to-order and there is a lovely range of flower-girl dresses.   

Sue plans to have meet the designer events where brides can discuss their 
design ideas with our wedding dress designers.  This gives the bride the 
opportunity to have a dream wedding dress sketched and then made to her 
own specifications.   

Brides of Eccleshall will be closed on Mondays and open for appointments 
Tuesday to Saturday.  You can keep up-to-date with the latest styles and 
events on Facebook, Instagram and TikTok or drop in to say “Hi” . 

 www.brides-of-eccleshall.co.uk       07980 813315 
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Continued on page 20 

Eccleshall Katharine House Hospice 

Support Group update 
The volunteers at the Eccleshall Katharine House Hospice Support Group 
held several events before Christmas and raised several thousand pounds 
for the cause! September’s sell-out bingo event was extremely successful 
and the pre-Christmas coffee morning in November was well attended and 
enjoyed by all thanks to the live 
music and excellent raffle. The 
support group is indebted to local 
businesses and members of the 
community who donate raffle prizes 
for events and who think of us in 
their own fund raising efforts. 
The next benefit ‘do’ organised by 
the Support Group is the Spring 
Bingo and Baps to be held on 21st March at Eccleshall Community 
Centre. Details regarding timings and tickets will be available on Facebook 
and posters in the KH shops nearer the time. 

Eyes down for a fun evening and cash prizes! 

Over £600 was raised at the coffee morning! 

 

Beautiful Windows of 

Holy Trinity Church 

- The Transfiguration 

Last April there was a survey report in 
the Parish Magazine regarding the 
condition of the stained glass 
windows and a question was asked at 
the end of the report  ‘what is your 
favourite window’ in Holy Trinity 
Church. 

Well that set me off on a bit of an 
investigation which has taken me a 
while to complete as the William Salt 
Library has been closed, so here goes:  



My favourite window out of all the beautiful important stained glass ones 
is on the south aisle.  It is of The Transfiguration (see photo on page 19). 
On the upper part of the window is Moses on the left with his tablets on 
which are the ten commandments and on the upper right is the Prophet 
Elijah.  Below we see James on the left, with his brother John on the right 
with Peter in the centre. 

The wording reads: ‘This is my beloved Son with whom I am well pleased’ 

                      Matthew 17: 1-9, Mark9: 2-13, Luke 9: 23-36 

On a beautiful sunny morning when you are in Church, Christ is ablaze with 
colour, the yellow and blue glass of the window that surrounds him is so 
vibrant it is amazing. 

The next story of the window centres around the Hawthorne family as the 
window is dedicated to the memory of Jane Kathleen Hawthorne, born 5th 
August 1852 and died 31st May 1880 of pneumonia aged 27years. Jane 
was the daughter of Arthur Neville Hawthorne and Anne Hawthorne (nee 
Buckley) of Garmelow. On the 1861 Census Jane was down as an 8-year-
old scholar and on the 1871 Census as an 18-year-old spinster and she 
died a spinster of pneumonia in 1880. 

On the left-hand side of the window is a brass plaque dedicated to Arthur 
Neville Hawthorne who was Jane’s father. He was born in Dublin in 1820 
and became a Surgeon. He was a fellow of the Royal College  of Surgeons 
of England and his titles/qualifications are MRCS June 17th 1840 and FRCS 
8th June 1859, LM 
Dublin. Arthur 
eventually 
practised his 
profession on the 
High Street in 
Eccleshall, 
although I am not 
absolutely sure of 
the exact address as the census only gives High Street as his address and 
further investigation has failed to find out exactly where. 

Arthur and Anne were married on 23rd April 1850 in Holy Trinity Church by 

Continued from page 19 



the Reverend Henry Moore who became Archdeacon of Stafford in 1856. 
They went on to have three sons Arthur, Archibald T, Fredrick Buckley 
Hawthorne and two daughters, Jane and Edith. On the 1871 census 
Arthur was a practising medical student following in his father footsteps. 

It was Anne who would have 
commissioned and paid for the 
window in Jane’s memory as 
Arthur died in 1866 and Anne later 
died in 1891. Arthur, Anne, Jane 
and son Fredrick (who died aged 
18 years in 1874) are buried in a 
family tomb in the churchyard. 

Glass is an amazing material. 
Where would we be without it? A 
nice glass to drink your wine out of, glass cooking dishes, a nice clear 
window to enjoy the view, all the scientific glass, lenses, spectacles, 
binoculars and, without microscopes, how would we have recognised 
diseases such as Covid? We have beautiful art glass, ornaments such as 
glass paperweights and of course stained glass, both ancient and modern. 

John & I have had a wonderful life through glass, it paid our wages, John 
working as a Scientific Glassblower at Quickfit & Quartz Ltd in Stone and 
myself in the offices.  John was later employed by an American 
Corporation Leco Instruments Ltd and finally in business for ourselves as JJ 
Quartz Ltd. We have been all round this country to all the major 
universities attending an annual Symposium run by the British Society of 
Scientific Glassblower meeting delegates from all over the world.  

We have friends who work with stained glass and also friends who make 
some beautiful artistic pieces. 

If anyone in the parish has any information on the Hawthorne/Buckley 
family I would love to hear from you: jennyturnock12@gmail.com 

Jenny Turnock 

Thanks, Jenny, for your very interesting piece about your favourite window in Holy 
Trinity Church! If anyone else would like to tell us about a favourite window or other 
artefact in Holy Trinity or St Chad’s, do get in touch at parishmag.eccleshall@gmail.com 
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Candlemas at Holy Trinity 

Sunday 2nd February was Candlemas - The Feast of the Presentation in the 
Temple - a moment of light, reflection, and renewal. The Sung Eucharist 
service at Holy Trinity that day was a memorable occasion…. 

English Chamber Choir Visit 

The English Chamber Choir came and sang at the service. The Choir had 
performed a concert the night before in St Chad’s Church, Seighford and 
members had then stayed overnight so that they could be with us in Holy 
Trinity the next day. Under the expert guidance of Rufus Frowde, the 

Artistic Director, the choir supported the hymn singing as well as 
performing sections of the St Anne’s Mass by James MacMillan. The choir 
also sang a number of anthems finishing with a fantastic Organ Voluntary 
by Rufus. It is hoped that the choir will make a return visit in the future. 
New Altar Frontal  

The High Altar in Holy Trinity was dressed for this Candlemas service with 
a brand new red Altar Frontal. The day before, Holy Trinity had received 
and installed the new Frontal which has been designed and created by the 
award-winning designer, Jacquie Binns. Jacquie is famous for designing the 
Funeral Pall for the interment of King Richard III at Leicester Cathedral and 
the Altar Frontals at All Hallows Church by the Tower in the Tower of 
London. 

Jacquie was commissioned by Eccleshall Parish to design the red Frontal 
(to be used at Pentecost, Saints Days and from All Saints to Advent) in 
memory of three parishioners who served the parish over many years – 
David Beswick, David Brass and Lilian Lee.  

The design ( photo) shows a white Dove (traditionally the symbol of Peace 
and the Holy Spirit) in front of the Cross of Nails (again a symbol of Peace 
from Coventry Cathedral) on a Gold Roundel. All of this is mounted on a 
rich red brocade using a design that has been in use for over 400 years.  

In the Church of England, one of five colours – purple, green, gold, white 
and red – referred to as 'liturgical colours', are used for altar linen, clergy 
robes and various hangings. The table on the next page shows the seasons 
in the Church of England Liturgical Calendar and when the various colours 
are used. 



23 

 

Continued on page 25 

This red Frontal and accompanying Falls (which 
hang at the lectern), Chasuble (modelled here by 
Revd Phillip ) and Stoles make up the “Red Set”. 
They will now become part of the permanent 
collection at Holy Trinity and should be in use for 
many centuries to come.  

Liturgical Season Representative Colour 

Advent Purple 

Christmas Gold 

Christmastide, Epiphany and Candlemas White 

Lent Purple (or Lenten Array) 

Easter Gold 

Eastertide White 

Pentecost Red 

Ordinary Time (After the Feast of Pentecost 
until All Saints) 

Green 

Kingdom Season (All Saints to Advent) Red 
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P & M Edwards 
                 

Suppliers of 
    Eccleshall in Bloom 
           Award Winning 
     

 

Bedding · Conifers · Shrubs 

Perennials · Trees 

Heathers & Alpines · Compost & 

Peat 

Roses · Climbing Plants 
 

WALLED NURSERY OPEN 
7 DAYS A WEEK 

 
 

Johnson Hall Nurseries 
Newport Road, Eccleshall 

 

Telephone (01785) 850400 
www.pandmedwards.co.uk 

Email: thewallednursery@ 
pandmedwards.co.uk 

Now the New Year has begun - 
this is the perfect time to tackle 
your garden and borders getting 

them all rejuvenated & flourishing 
ahead of Spring. 

Take advantage of Nature’s 
Pause to clear out those garden 
borders, clean cut mowings or 

even tree debris or stumps. 

Call Mark on 07855384015 or 
01785 282006 
Email: mahodgkins65@gmail.com 

mailto:thewallednursery@pandmedwards.co.uk
mailto:thewallednursery@pandmedwards.co.uk
mailto:mahodgkins65@gmail.com
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 Trinity Men’s Fellowship  

- Not the Christmas Lunch and AGM 

On Wednesday 22nd January 2025 many members and their 
partners braved the weather and set out for our annual "Not the Christmas 
Lunch" which was held at the Cock Inn, Woodseaves. This is one of two 
occasions during the year when we gather with our partners for a TMF 

activity. The surroundings for the meal 
at the Cock Inn are most suitable to 
enable a large group to sit down 
together. The food was excellent and 
the staff were very caring and really 
looked after us. It was an excellent 
function in great company and really 
well attended. 

On the last Friday of every month we 
have our main activity but many 
members also gather for more "fringe" 
events on the other Fridays. 
Sometimes it is for "breakfast" at the 
local cafe and at other times it is in the 
"Shed", which mere mortals will know 
as the Royal Oak. Here the problems 
of the world are put to rights helped 
by the odd beer or wine. 

On Friday 31st January it was our 
AGM. An excellent number of members gathered in the Parish Room for 
2pm. We used to have all our non-walking meetings starting at 7pm but 
after an experimental afternoon start we have found the new time most 
successful and from now on it will be the norm. Several members had 
made a real afternoon of the event by meeting in the Royal Oak or "The 
Shed" for a pre-AGM pint and a snack!  As usual the valiant Chai Wallahs 
had set out the biscuits and beakers and had boiling water ready to fill the 
requests of Members as they entered. This was magnificently carried out 
apart from the drink provided for our President, David M. He had 
requested coffee and the appropriate coffee "granules" were put in the 
cup and then it was filled with TEA from the teapot.  You never know, it 
might catch on - but not with David! 

Continued on page 27 
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Continued from page 25 

As the members took their seats it was noted that the front row was fully 
occupied by Davids!!! To add to that there was another David in the 
middle of the row behind! Your Senior and Junior Correspondent are 

pictured at the left 
of the Davids! Is it 
a prerequisite of 
joining the TMF 
that you are called 
David? I think not!  

John opened the 
meeting with the 
TMF Grace and 

reminded us of our sad loss of three members and Ken's wife, Chris. Then 
he gave his report. This was followed by the Treasurer's report where the 
various charitable donations were passed. One major issue is our 
secretary is ill and has had to give up this position. We need a new 
secretary. The rest of the committee was re-elected. 

Your Junior Correspondent (David S) 

Continued on page 29 

Holy Trinity Eccleshall Tower Bell 

Ringers AGM 

The Holy Trinity Tower Bell Ringers held their Annual General 
Meeting in early February. Warren Griffiths, who has been 
the Tower Secretary for around 25 years, reported that there 
had been nineteen members, including two new members, 
ringing regularly during 2024.  

Warren went on to report that, in addition to weekly Sunday Service 
ringing, bells were rung for seven of the eight weddings held at Holy Trinity 
Church in 2024. Ringers were pleased to acknowledge Kath and Paul 
Stevenson’s outstanding contribution at Holy Trinity by ringing for their 
joint funeral service. Mary Leather’s commitment to Slindon Church and to 
the Parochial Church Council was likewise acknowledged by ringing after 
her memorial service.  The bells were also rung for particular occasions 
including before the service of commemoration at the War Memorial for 
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Price and Stubbs 

(A. Boulton & Sons Ltd) 

Est 1946 

COMPLETE FUNERAL 

SERVICE 

MILL STREET, STONE 

01785 812556 

· DAY OR NIGHT   · PRIVATE CHAPELS OF REST 
· FLORAL TRIBUTES · MEMORIALS 
· CATERING    · PRE-PAYMENT SCHEMES 
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Continued from page 27 

the 80th Anniversary of D-Day, for the Confirmation Service and before the 
All Souls’ Service. 

The ringers had a busy afternoon on Eccleshall Festival Saturday in June, 
when they took on the roles of stewards and teachers to take members of 
the public on Open Tower visits - this involved climbing up to the ringing 
room, the belfry and outside onto the roof of the tower . The year 
concluded with the ringers’ participation in the Christmas Tree Festival and 
ringing for all the Christmas 
services at Holy Trinity Church. 
The traditional gathering on 
New Year’s Eve saw the ringers 
enjoying a party before going to 
the tower to ring out the old 
year and ring in the new year. 

The popular annual dinner was 
held at The Old Smithy in April 
and enjoyed by all. In May, a ringing outing was arranged. Participants 
visited and rang at five Shropshire Towers - Edgmond, Lilleshall, Shifnal, 
Kemberton and Beckbury. Coffee and lunch breaks at appropriate 
establishments during the ringing day were appreciated and gave the 
ringers a chance to chat and rest in between ringing at the different towers. 

Warren reported that Friday practices for learning ringers have become a 
vital developmental addition to the regular practice on a Monday. The 
progress is tangible thanks to effective teaching along with support from 
members of the ringing band.  The bells are not heard during these Friday 
practices as the clappers are tied  back to prevent them from striking the 
bells. The ringers “hear” what they are ringing by means of a simulator in 
the ringing room.  

Planned maintenance of the bells during the year had included greasing the 
clappers and replacing some of the reflective strips required to make the 
simulator work! Warren thanked fellow ringers who had helped with this. 

At the end of the meeting, Warren was thanked for all the work he has 
done as Tower Secretary over many years. Rosemary Wright was appointed 
as Tower Secretary for the coming year. 
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Optometrists & Dispensing Opticians 

• NHS & Private examinations 

• Professional Advice 

• Designer & Budget frames  

• Contact lenses   

Opening Hours:  Monday – Friday 9.00 – 5.30, Saturdays 9.00 – 1.00 

www.mganda.co.uk 

56 High Street 
Eccleshall 
ST21 6BZ 
01785 851015 
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 The Latest Buzz 
Eccleshall bees are still in their hives waiting for spring to arrive.  

Bees don’t go to sleep over the winter but they form themselves into a ball 
shape to keep warm.  A winter bee in the middle of the ball gets nice and 
‘toasty’, then makes its way to the outside of the ball to allow the bees on 
the outside to move in and get warm. The whole ‘bee ball’ rotates around 
the hive eating the honey they have stored earlier in the year. As colder 
weather approaches the queen bee lays special winter bees that live longer 
than a summer bee. A summer bee lives about 6 weeks a winter bee can 
live up to 6 months. 

You may be lucky and have some raw honey (raw honey is untreated and 
has no sugar solution added)  in your cupboard. If your honey has set & you 
want it runny put it in the microwave for a few secs, standing in a bowl of 
warm water or leave it somewhere quite warm for a while. 

There are lots of uses for honey - besides on toast or in a soothing drink for 
a sore throat. Honey is magic and enhances everything from sauces, sweet 
roast vegetables, pancakes, dips, sticky chicken, homemade granola and one 
of my favourites honey roasted nuts. Enjoy the recipe…. 

500g/8ozs unsalted nuts (cashews, pecans peanuts, almonds, walnuts, Brazil 
nuts any combination you like) 

2 tablespoons honey 

1 tablespoon butter 

½ teaspoon smoked paprika 

1/2 teaspoon salt 

Heat oven to 350F/180 C 

Line baking sheet with greaseproof 

Heat butter & honey together in microwave for about 30 secs till butter has 
melted – stir well 

Stir in smoked paprika 

Pour over nuts and stir to cover 

Bake approx. 10- 15 mins till golden (stir half way through) 

Remove from oven, sprinkle with salt and stir 

Store in air tight tin. 
Eccleshall Bees  
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6 Castle Street, 
Eccleshall, ST21 6DF 

01785 850199 

 
 

New Patients & Emergencies Welcome  
 

Eccleshall Dental Clinic is able to offer a wide variety of 
general dentistry, hygienist services and cosmetic treatments 

including dental implants, whitening and cosmetic braces. 

 

Please contact the practice on 01785 850199 for more information 
 

Opening hours 
Monday - 8.30am-7.45pm       

Tuesday –Friday- 8.30am-5.45pm 
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Eccleshall Poetry Group  

March is the month where we look forward to winter giving way to 
spring. The weather can veer from windy and still wintry, to warm and 
sunny portents of the hoped-for summer ahead, calling to mind the 
weather folklore: ‘In like a lion, out like a lamb’.  

Poets have long enjoyed the season’s inspirations from William 
Wordsworth’s ‘Lines Written in Early Spring’, William Blake’s ‘Spring‘ and 
Emily Dickinson’s ‘A Light Exists in Spring‘.  

The following poem considers two opposed months:  

The Ides of March Versus October - by John Lofquist 

The Ides of March 

are no different than of October 

just seven months older 

and perhaps, a little bit colder. 

And had Caesar only stayed away 

from the Curia of Pompey 

that day 

he might have lived, perhaps, a little bit longer. 
 

Why not come along to Eccleshall Poetry Group’s meetings in March and see 
which poems they read for the month - there’s a warm welcome awaiting 
you. (See Forthcoming Events on page 39 For Eccleshall Poetry Group session 
details.) 

Continued from page 31 

Saturday 12th April, in Holy Trinity Church at 7pm 
Choral Works for Passiontide sung by Moorland Voices 

Tickets £10. Entry on the door will be cash only.  
A concert featuring choral works which unfold the events of Christ’s 

Passion. It begins with the Last Supper of Maundy Thursday, 
concluding with the Crucifixion on Good Friday. A range of works will 

be performed, including Stainer’s renowned Crucifixion.  
For more information please speak to Alex Goldsmith, or call the 

Parish Office.  
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Children’s Page 
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 THE PARISH REGISTERS   

Where appropriate, services that are held after the date that Trinity magazine has 
gone to print will be shown on the Parish Registers page in the following issue. 

Prayer Support  
Do you know of someone who is in need of prayer? There is a small group 
of people who pray for needs in the Parish. If you would like a prayer for 

yourself, a loved one or someone you know but are not sure who to turn to, 
please ring Kate Griffiths on 01785 850948 and we will ensure that you or 

they are prayed for. 

funerals 

15th January 2025 Harry Wild 

         Burial of Ashes at Holy Trinity 
 

16th January 2025 John Butters 

         Funeral Service & Committal at Stafford Crematorium 
 

27th January 2025 Sandra Garner 

         Funeral Service & Burial at Holy Trinity 
 

Sincere condolences to all who mourn 

Holy Communion at Home 
Do you know of anyone who is sick or housebound and would like to receive 

Holy Communion at home?  

Geoff Dingle, Retired Lay Reader, has administered Communion to people in 
their homes for a number of years and would be glad to hear from anyone 

who might benefit from this service. 

If you would like to find out more you should contact Michelle, our Parish 
Office Manager on 01785 305028 (Mon - Fri 9am-1pm) or email 

office@eccleshall.church 
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Call Gary your local 
aerial-man for 30 years 

HOLY WEEK SERVICES 2025 

Palm Sunday, 13th April 
10am Sung Eucharist at Holy 
Trinity 
6.30pm Evening Service at St 
Chad’s 
 

Holy Monday, 14th April 
6.30pm Stations of the Cross at 
Holy Trinity 
 

Holy Wednesday, 16th April 
6.30pm Tenebrae at Holy Trinity 
 

Maundy Thursday, 17th April 
6.30pm Mass of the Last Supper at 
St Chad’s   
 

Good Friday, 18th April 
10.30am Liturgy of the Hour/Act 
of Witness at Holy Trinity 
 

Holy Saturday, 19th April 
6.30pm Vigil Service at Holy 
Trinity 
 

Then on Easter Sunday there will 
be a Dawn Service at 6am at Holy 
Trinity with Sung Eucharist at 
10am and there will be Said 
Eucharist at 11.30am at St Chad’s 
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Forthcoming Events 

MARCH 2025 

Mondays 5.30 - 6.30pm 
Living Faith course continues in the Parish 
Room. 

Tuesdays (term-time) 10 - 11.30am 
Trinity Tots in Holy Trinity Parish Room - p.4 

Tuesdays (4th Mar - 8th Apr) 5.30 - 6.30pm 
Lent Course in Holy Trinity Church 

Wednesdays 5th and 19th 10 -12 
Trinity Coffee and Cake in Holy Trinity Parish 
Room - p. 27 

Wednesdays 5th, 12th, 19th & 26th 
Tooty Flooty (7-8pm) and Eccleshall 
Community Band (8-9pm) rehearse in Holy 
Trinity Church 

Friday 7th 2.30pm 
World Day of Prayer in Holy Trinity - p. 13 

Thursday 6th 2 - 4pm 
Eccleshall Poetry Group in Eccleshall 
Methodist Hall ‘Time and Change’ 

Friday 7th 7.30pm 
Staffordshire Wildlife Trust meets in Maer 
Village Hall “Hedgehogs and other Wildlife - 
the work of the RSPCA Wildlife Hospital, 
Stapeley Grange” Eve Astbury-Field 

Monday 10th 7.30pm 
Eccleshall Historical Talks Society in Holy 
Trinity Parish Room "Railway History told by 
Posters” - speaker Michael Willmot 

Thursday 13th 7.30pm 
Eccleshall WI in Holy Trinity Parish Room 
"An Introduction to Sign Language" Glynis 
Miles 

Friday 14th 7.30pm 

Grand Charity Concert in Holy Trinity Church 
- p. 4 

Thursday 20th 2 -4pm 
Eccleshall Poetry Group in Eccleshall 
Methodist Hall ‘Spring Forward/Fall Back’ 

Monday 24th 7pm 

PCC Meeting, Arts Presentation in Holy 
Trinity Parish Room 

Friday 28th 10am 
TMF  Walk in the Eccleshall area followed by 
Lunch @12.30pm in the Royal Oak 

APRIL 2025 

Mondays 5.30 - 6.30pm 
Living Faith course continues in the Parish 
Room. 

Tuesdays (term-time) 10 - 11.30am 
Trinity Tots in Holy Trinity Parish Room - p.4 

Tuesdays (4th Mar - 8th Apr) 5.30 - 6.30pm 
Lent Course in Holy Trinity Church 

Wednesdays 2nd, 16th & 30th 10 -12 
Trinity Coffee and Cake in Holy Trinity Parish 
Room - p. 27 

Wednesdays 2nd (tbc), 23rd & 30th 
Tooty Flooty (7-8pm) and Eccleshall 
Community Band (8-9pm) rehearse in Holy 
Trinity Church 

Thursday 3rd 2 - 4pm 
Eccleshall Poetry Group in Eccleshall 
Methodist Hall ‘That’s Life!’ 

Friday 4th 7.30pm 

Staffordshire Wildlife Trust meets in Holy 
Trinity Parish Room “Spectacular Birdlife in 
Brazil - The Lightning Tour” Peter Booth 

Thursday 10th 7.30pm 
Eccleshall WI in Holy Trinity Parish Room 
"Hand Woven Bags from the Philippines" 
Analiza Jones 

Saturday 12th at 7pm 
Moorland Voices sing Choral Works for 
Passiontide in Holy Trinity Church - p. 33 

(Sunday 13th - Saturday 19th is Holy Week - 
see page 38 for services.) 

Monday 14th 7.30pm 
Eccleshall Historical Talks Society in Holy 
Trinity Parish Room "The Golden Age of Stage 
Coaching and its relevance to Eccleshall” - 
speaker Steve Booth 

Thursday 17th 2 -4pm 
Eccleshall Poetry Group in Eccleshall 
Methodist Hall ‘Shakespeare’s Birthday/
England and My Country’ 

Friday 25th 10am 
TMF  Walk in the Norbury Junction area 
followed by Lunch at Norbury Junction 

If you would like to give notice of forthcoming events for April and May 2025 please let 
us know by 7th March 2025 at the latest (details on page 43). 

Contact details for events can be found on 
pages 42 and 43. 
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Adbaston Community Concert Society 

ACCS may appear to hibernate over the winter but there are rumblings of 

activity behind the scenes! Confirming our 2025 performers, hearing from 

prospective artists, committee meetings, stocking up, writing reports, 

website attention......all going on to ensure our next season of 4 fabulous 

concerts are well supported and prepared. 

The concerts we have programmed are as follows; 

Sunday May 4th. Manchester Camerata, wind quintet. 

Sunday July 6th Chris Gumbley, Jazz. 

Sunday Sept 7th Keyboard Trust, virtuoso pianist. 

Sunday Nov 2nd London Handel Players. 

Our concerts are held in the beautiful medieval Church of St Michael and 

all Angels, Adbaston, ST20 0QE where the acoustics are particularly good. 

We aim to keep our ticket price at £10 but may increase for a particular 

concert, students £5 and children's entry is free. Free parking nearby. 

Concerts start at 5.30 pm. There is an interval for refreshments and 

socialising. We ask for a donation towards the wine, drinks and nibbles! 

When the concert is a few weeks away you can contact me to reserve your 

seats then pay on the door as you arrive. 

ACCS have a Patronage scheme allowing you to support our mission 

statement of 'professional, concert level music, available at an affordable 

price.' We are most grateful to our present patrons; if you are interested 

with even a modest contribution, annually or a 'one off', please do contact 

me on 01785 280373 or trafford.pam@gmail.com 

Our website is undergoing some changes at present; 

www.adbastonccs.org.uk 

The committee and I look forward to welcoming you to our concerts this 

season. 
Pam Trafford 
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Church Service Rotas for March 

Videos of 10am services held at Holy Trinity Church can usually be seen from shortly after  
the end of the service (at around 11.15am) on the Facebook page of Holy Trinity Parish 

Church, Eccleshall and will be uploaded to YouTube early the following week. 

Date 

2nd March 
The Sunday 
next before 

Lent 

9th March 
The First 

Sunday of Lent 

16th March 
The Second 

Sunday of Lent 

23rd March 
The Third 

Sunday of Lent 

30th March 
Mothering 

Sunday 
The Fourth 

Sunday of Lent 

Holy Trinity 
10am 

Sung Eucharist  Sung Eucharist Sung Eucharist Sung Eucharist Sung Eucharist 

Sides-
people 

A Dale 
J Dale 

T Jones 
L Veck-Jones 

N Reynolds 
C Reynolds 

P Jones 
Joy Jones 

T Jones 
L Veck-Jones 

Eucharistic 
Officer 

 A Braithwaite  G Dingle  A Braithwaite  G Dingle  A Braithwaite 

Prayers  E Sohnrey  A Goldsmith Jonathan Jones  B Braithwaite   J Norton 

Reading 1 

Exodus 
34. 29-end 
J Roberts 

Deuteronomy 
26. 1-11 
P Jones 

Genesis 
15. 1-12, 17-18 

E Sohnrey 

Isaiah 
55, 1-9 
I Edge 

1 Samuel  
1. 20-28 

N Reynolds 

Reading 2 

1 Corinthians 
3. 12 - 4. 2 
J Turnock 

Romans 
10. 8b-13 
Joy Jones 

Philippians 
3. 17 - 4. 1 
P Stewart 

1 Corinthians 
10. 1-13 
H Edge 

2 Corinthians 
1. 3-7 

C Reynolds 

St Chad’s 
11.30am 

Said Eucharist Said Eucharist Said Eucharist Said Eucharist  Said Eucharist 

Readings 
As 10am 
S Kettle 

As 10am 
N Davenport 

As 10am 
S Marsh 

As 10am 
M Bardsley 

As 10am 
TBA 

Other services, events and activities 

Tuesday 4th March ~ 5.30 - 6.30pm ~ Lent Course starts in Holy Trinity – continues 11th / 
18th / 25th March 

Wednesday 5th March ~ 10am ~  Bishop Lonsdale Ashing Service in Holy Trinity Church - all 
welcome 

Wednesday 5th March ~ 6.30pm ~ Ashing Service with Eucharist in Holy Trinity Church 

Friday 7th March ~ 2.30pm ~  World Day of Prayer Service in Holy Trinity Church See p. 13 

Friday 14th March – Grand Charity Concert in Holy Trinity Church  See p. 4 



42 

 

Town Contacts 
GROUPS AND ORGANISATIONS 

Adbaston Community Concert Society: 
01785 850967 www.adbastonccs.org.uk 
Art Group: Ann 01785 748061 and Joy 01785 851885  
British Red Cross Society: 258155 
Ecc. Allotments Association:  Adam Pike 
               Eccleshallaa@gmail.com  
Ecc. Bridge Club: Margaret Atkins 01782 796201 
Eccleshall Community Band: Hazel Bradshaw 851259 
Ecc. Community Centre Bookings: 
Libby Dale 850124     
Ecc. Community Cinema: Keith Winstanley 859908 
Ecc. Cricket Club: Andy Buttery 284242 
Ecc. & Dist. 41 Club: Martin Ratcliffe 07831 277398 
Ecc. Festival: Vacant 
Ecc. Historical Society: Lester Stuart 850826 
Ecc. Library Book Group: Ros Taylor 01785 859068 
Ecc. Poetry Group: Thelma Whitfield 01785 760017  
Ecc. Show Society: Mary Cartmail 07702 240511  
Ecc. Singers: Chris Howe 01785 282785 

choweharrier@live.co.uk  
Ecc. Trefoil Guild: Nicci Holdcroft 
   npholdcroft@aol.com 
Ecc. Trust: Sharon Lynch 851046 
Ecc. Voluntary Car Scheme Peter Jones 01785 
851381 / 07815419166 peterwjones@btinternet.com 
www.eccleshallvoluntarycarscheme.org.uk 
Ecc. W.I.: Joan Davies 851412 
Ecc. Young Farmers: Jessica Bradley 07794362260 
Ecclian Society: Brian Freeman 851590 
Indoor Bowls Club: Joe Yeomans 851255 
Katharine House Hospice-Eccleshall Support 
Group: Helen Deane 850071 
Methodist Church Room Bookings:  
Anne Ainsworth 850722  
National Women’s Register: Mary Busby 850854 
Neighbourhood Watch: John Baldry 850004 
The Over 60s Club: Jenny Oldbury 01785 850490 
Rotary Club of Eccleshall Mercia: John Ogbourne, 
Secretary 07796 273885  john@ogbourne.co.uk 
Royal British Legion (Eccleshall Branch): 
Clive Blakeway 01952 550205 
North Staffs Riding for the Disabled: 
Jane Banks  northstaffsrda@gmail.com or 07428376437  
Staffordshire Marquetry Group:  
Quentin Smith 850614 
Staffordshire Wildlife Trust: 
David Lovatt 01782 680250 
Tennis Club: Mark Embrey 851265 

 

ECCLESHALL PARISH COUNCIL 
Chairman: Ros Taylor 01785  859068 

email: ros.taylor@eccleshallparishcouncil.co.uk  
Clerk to Parish Council: Mrs. Stacey Worden 
16 Newport Road, Great Bridgeford ST18 9PR 
01785 282296 eccleshallpc@gmail.com 

 

RECYCLING CENTRES 
Closed Christmas Day Boxing Day & New Year’s Day 

Open Bank Holidays 9am-5pm 
St. Alban’s Rd, Stafford 
Open: Winter :  9am-4.30pm Mon Tues Fri Sat & Sun  
Summer: 9-6 Mon Tues Fri    9-5 Sat and Sun   
Stone Recycling Centre 
Open: Winter :  9am-4.30pm Wed Thurs Fri Sat & Sun 
Summer: 9-6 Wed  Thurs  Fri    9-5 Sat and Sun   
 

 

ECCLESHALL LIBRARY 0300 111 8000 
Sun/Mon Closed  Tues 9am-5pm  Wed 9am-1pm 

Thurs 9am-5pm  Fri 9am-5pm  Sat 9am-1pm 

 
YOUNG PEOPLE & CHILDREN 

Bishop Lonsdale C. of E. Academy: 
Principal:  Mrs Claire Jones  01785 336512 
 

1st Eccleshall SCOUTS 
Beavers: Monday 6pm to 7pm 
Cubs: Wednesday 6.30-8 pm 
Explorers: Thursday 7.30-9.30pm 
Scouts: Friday 7.30-9.30 pm  
Contact: e-mail firsteccleshallscouts@outlook.com 
 

GUIDES 
Unfortunately there are currently no Guides, Brownies 

or Rainbows units running in Eccleshall. For 
information about local units you can visit 

www.girlguidi.org.uk 
 

HEALTH 
G P Practice 
The Crown Surgery, High Street, Eccleshall 
 Telephone  01785 850226 for appointments  
  www.crownsurgery.org.uk 
Hospital Visiting Times. 
 County Hospital Stafford  257731    3-8 pm  
 Royal Stoke University Hospital     
  01782 715444    2-4 pm, 7-8 pm 
First Responders: Jay Eames 07834 
919194 www.eccleshallcfrs.org.uk  
Requests for Hospital Radio Stafford : 223456  
Pharmacist (High St. Eccleshall) 850057 
Shires Veterinary Practice  01785 907185  

 

HELP NEEDED! 
Medical Emergency (seriously ill/injured/life-saving)/ 
 Police Emergency/Fire: 999 
Urgent medical advice or treatment: 111 
Police: Non Emergency Number 101 
Crime stoppers: 0800 555 111 
Samaritans: 24-hours:  Free Call Number 116123 
 or email  jo@samaritans.org 
Citizens Advice Bureau: 258673 or 814806  
Relate (Marriage Guidance) : 242779  
Bereavement and Loss Support Service :                                     
01782 263455  & 01785 211734 
NSPCC (24-hour line):  0800 800 500 
GAS emergency number:  0800 111 999 
ELECTRICITY emergency number:  0800 328 1111 
WATER emergency number:  0800 783 4444 
British Rail Enquiries:  08457 484950 
Staffordshire Bus Line Information: 223344            

Eccleshall Website  www.eccleshallguide.org 
Parish Council Website 

www.eccleshallparishcouncil.co.uk 

mailto:Eccleshallaa@gmail.com
mailto:john@ogbourne.co.uk
mailto:northstaffsrda@gmail.com
mailto:ros.taylor@eccleshallparishcouncil.co.uk
http://www.eccleshallcfrs.org.uk/
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PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL 

 

VICAR 
Revd Phillip Johnson 

01785 848604 
vicar@eccleshall.church 
 

Michelle Hardy 
01785 305028 
office@eccleshall.church 
(Normally works Mon - Fri 9am  - 1pm) 
 

ASSISTANT PRIEST 
Revd Stephen Habgood 

stephen.habgood@btopenworld.com 
 

CHILDREN AND FAMILIES MINISTER 
Cassie Jennings 
nextgen@eccleshall.church  
 

ARTS AND FAITH COORDINATOR 
Sarah Cartwright 

arts@eccleshall.church 
 

CHURCHWARDENS 
Kate Griffiths  The Malthouse, 82 High Street, 850948 
Jonathan Jones   1 Kerry Lane  851237 
Tony Jones  Rumford Redoubt, Newport Road 850186 
John Treanor  Lower House, Sugnall Parva 851378 
 

Lay Chairmen   John Treanor 851378 
     Jonathan Jones 851237 
Deanery Synod Representatives 
Hazel Bradshaw, Kate Griffiths , Jonathan Jones 
Other Elected Church Council Members 
(S represents Slindon) 
John Bradshaw, Sue Bramall (S), Isobel Edge, Linda Jones, 
John Leather (S), Susan Marsh, David Milner (S), Judith 
Norton, Chris Reynolds, Nancy Reynolds, Vivien Rowley, 
Jenny Turnock  
 

Parish Website: www.ecclshallparish.com 

Facebook Page :  Parish of Eccleshall 
 

ORGANIST & CHOIRMASTER 
Steve Enock  01785 851873 

 

ST. CHAD’S, SLINDON  
Churchwarden: John Treanor 01785 851378 

Treasurer:  Sue Bramall 07968629328 
Secretary: Sue Marsh 

Health & Safety Coordinator: John Treanor 

CHURCH GROUPS 
Bible Study: Revd Phillip 01785 848604 
Parish Prayer Group: Judith Norton 859390 
Tower Bells: Warren Griffiths 850948  
Trinity Men’s Fellowship: Rob Hughes 851372 
 

OTHER CHURCH PERSONNEL 
Parish Room Bookings Secretary: 

Isy Edge 01785 859555 / 07496 032668  
isobeledge@hotmail.com  
Parish Safeguarding Co-ordinator: 

Vivien Rowley 07795086544  
Electoral Roll Officer: Kate Griffiths 850948 
Flower Guild Rota: Kate Griffiths 850948 
Sidesmen's Rota: Emily admin@eccleshall.church 
Health & Safety Coordinator: Kate Griffiths 850948 
 

 

ECCLESHALL METHODIST CHURCH 

Superintendent Minister: Rev. David Bintliff  01785 615218 
Minister: Rev David Middleton  

Circuit Office: Mrs. Leigh Reade 01785 229973 
Lettings: Mrs. Anne Ainsworth 01785 850722 

 

SACRED HEART CHURCH 
Fr. Gerry Doyle 01785 813951 

 

ECCLESHALL CHURCHES TOGETHER 
Dorothy Kirkham 01785 851778 

 

THE TRINITY MAGAZINE TEAM 
Email: parishmag.eccleshall@gmail.com 

PLEASE  SEND articles photographs and forthcoming 
events for the magazine, by the 7th of the month, to:  

Magazine Team Email: parishmag.eccleshall@gmail.com  
(or Hazel on 01785 851259 ) 

Editor     Hazel Bradshaw  01785 851259   

Slindon Contact  Anthea Treanor 01785 851378 
      antheatreanor@gmail.com 

Advertising Sales   
& Accounts and  Emily Howard admin@eccleshall.church 
Administrative support 

Distribution   Charles Taylor 01782 658832 

      Mobile 07484 890439 

      Hazel Bradshaw 01785 851259 

Treasurer    Sue Marsh 01785 859092 
(Subscriptions)  

Church Contacts 

Printed by: Creative Copy ‘n’ Colour Limited, Eccleshall. Tel: 01785 850193 
www.creativebee-ltd.co.uk  

Please send articles or forthcoming events for the April 2025  issue of 
Trinity magazine to Hazel by 7th March 2025 at the latest. Email: 

parishmag.eccleshall@gmail.com 

If any of our advertisers would like to 
have an editorial article in the 

magazine, do get in touch 
with Hazel and Emily at 

parishmag.eccleshall@gmail.com 

For general enquiries including Funerals, 
Weddings, Baptisms, Churchyards at both 
Holy Trinity and St Chad’s Slindon please 
contact the Parish Office 

Phone: 01785 305028 

mailto:admin@eccleshall.church
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March Services 
at Holy Trinity, Eccleshall & St. Chad’s, Slindon 

2nd March, The Sunday next before Lent 

10am - 11am       Holy Trinity - Sung Eucharist (See page 40) 

11.30am - 12.30pm    St Chad’s - Said Eucharist 

5th March, Ash Wednesday 

10am         Holy Trinity - Bishop Lonsdale Ashing Service 

                  - all welcome (no 11am service) 

6.30pm        Holy Trinity - Ashing Service with Eucharist  

9th March, The First Sunday of Lent 

10am - 11am       Holy Trinity - Sung Eucharist 

11.30am - 12.30pm    St Chad’s - Said Eucharist 

16th March, The Second Sunday of Lent 

10am - 11am       Holy Trinity - Sung Eucharist 

11.30am - 12.30pm    St Chad’s - Said Eucharist 

23rd March, The Third Sunday of Lent 

  10am - 11am       Holy Trinity - Sung Eucharist 

11.30am - 12.30pm    St Chad’s - Said Eucharist 

30th March, Mothering Sunday, The Fourth Sunday of Lent 

  10am - 11am       Holy Trinity - Sung Eucharist 

11.30am - 12.30pm    St Chad’s - Said Eucharist 

  

(See page 41 for Sunday service rotas) 
 

 
 

If you would like to receive a copy of our News and Information Sheet (usually 
fortnightly) and weekly Readings and Intercessions sheets via email, please contact our 

Parish Administration Manager, Emily Howard, at admin@eccleshall.church 

Lent Devotions 


